April 6, 2011

Dear Parents,

There have been concerns raised about the safety of students at the beginning and end of the school day. After discussions involving the Columbus Police Department, Riteway Bus Company, crossing guards, parents and community members, it has been decided to make changes in both the drop-off and pick up of students.  The plan is outlined below, and will begin on Monday, April 11.  Please share this information with others who may transport your child from time to time.

We will be switching the bus and student drop-off areas.  The buses will be using the cut-out areas in front of Columbus Middle and Elementary to drop off and pick up students.  Those areas will be closed to cars between 7:45-8:15 and 3:00-3:45 on school days.  Do not drop your child off in these areas.
Students being dropped off or picked up in private vehicles should use the access road that borders the school parking lot and the playground. Vehicles will enter from the north side of this road either off of Dickason Blvd or via Richmond Street, (which will no longer be closed off.)  There will be a drop-off/pick up area on Richmond Street next to the CMS building for CMS students.

Vehicles dropping off/picking up at CES will be allowed to “stack” single file along the right side of the access road.  Please do not leave your vehicle.  The left lane will be open for “Through” traffic for those cars (school staff/ visitors) needing to park in the parking lot.

Vehicles exiting the parking lot/drop-off area will be restricted to right turns only during drop off and pick up hours.  This is to reduce potential traffic conflicts.  

All K-3 students who are being picked up by private vehicles at the end of the school day will wait for parents on the grassy area next to the access road.  Each grade level will have a determined area to wait.  Supervision will be maintained during after-school pick up times.

K-1 students who walk home will be dismissed from the playground doors, rather than the Seldon Street doors.  Students in Grades two and three may use any door.  Students riding a bus or day care van will exit out the front doors.  

Signage and personnel will help guide drivers during this transition.  Please be patient.  It may take a few days to get some of the bugs worked out.

Thank you for your help in making these busy times safer for our young students.

Sincerely,

Sue Sewell

